
After pursuing a psychology 
degree at James Madison Uni-
versity, American Voices and 
Comparative Literature: Science 
Fiction/Dystopia teacher Dori 
Madigan went to graduate school 
to pursue teaching. Now, she is in 
her 10th year at Conestoga as an 
English teacher.

Q: What made you want to be-
come a teacher?

A: I love the classroom envi-
ronment. I’ve always wanted to 
give knowledge to people and see 
them understand something that 
they didn’t understand before. I 
loved the idea of just being able to 
completely transform an aspect of 
a person’s life through education.

Q: Why did you decide to 
teach English specifically?

A: I’ve always loved English. 
I’ve always loved escaping into 
stories, and I’ve always loved just 
expressing my life experiences 
through writing.

Q: What was your journey 
leading up to Conestoga like?

A: My first job actually was 
out west in Arizona. I moved 
and started (teaching) elemen-
tary school for nine years, and 
then I taught middle school 
for about five years. Finally, I 
moved up to the high school, 
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Literature lover: American Voices and Comparative Literature: Science Fiction/Dystopia teacher Dori Madigan holds up some of her favorite books. Madigan 
began teaching at Conestoga 10 years ago and has also taught middle and elementary school. 
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Peer Mediation runs dollar drive to 
support Hurricane Helene victims
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Junior creates piano covers

Junior Sisi Xu plays piano 
covers of songs from various 
genres, including soundtracks 
from Chinese and Korean dra-
mas, on her Youtube channel 
SisiPiano. Her channel has at-
tracted nearly 500 subscribers 
since its launch in 2021, with 
her most popular video gaining 
more than 62,000 views. She ini-
tially posted her cover of Allen 
Ren’s “Youth Like You” on RED, 
a popular Chinese social media 
app. After the video received 
positive responses and requests 
for sheet music, Xu decided to 
create a YouTube channel to 
share her musical arrangements. 

“For me, I wasn’t focused on 
making my channel popular,” 
Xu said. “I had different phases 
(of) songs I liked throughout the 

years, and I think (the songs) re-
cord the types of music I listen 
to along the way. When I look 
back, I can see that during this 
time, I really loved this song, so I 
made a cover of it.”

To arrange a song, Xu 
adapts the music and adjusts 
the notes to fit the piano. She 
uses MuseScore, a software 
that allows users to create, 
edit and share sheet music. 
After arranging the song, she 
records her performance, ed-
its the video on her iPad and 
tailors the visuals to match the 
music’s mood.

“I didn’t really take lessons 
on arranging or anything,” Xu 
said. “Sometimes the origi-
nal soundtrack I’m looking for 
doesn’t have sheet music online 
to find, and sometimes the song 
might be new. I decided to make 
my own arrangement, and now, 

I can make it sound how I want 
it to sound.”

Xu began playing the pia-
no at 4 years old in China, but 
her family’s move to the United 
States in 2018 interrupted her 
hobby. A couple years later, she 
bought an electric piano, restor-
ing her love for the instrument.

“I didn’t know what to do in 
my free time without having a 
piano in my house,” Xu said. 
“It was the first time I really 
felt that piano was something 
I wanted to continue doing.”

Xu plans to continue post-
ing covers to her channel and 
pursuing her musical talents 
on other instruments, such as 
guitar and ukulele.

“I want to continue doing 
my channel,” Xu said. “Even if 
I might not have as much time 
as I had, I want to continue 
what I like to do.”

Passionate player: Junior Sisi Xu plays the electric piano that she bought after moving from China to the United 
States. Since 2021, Xu has posted several musical covers of her favorite soundtracks from Chinese and Korean dramas.
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On Sept. 24, Hurricane He-
lene devastated U.S. coastal 
states, including Florida, Georgia 
and North Carolina. In its dollar 
drive from Oct. 7 to Oct. 11, Peer 
Mediation asked students to do-
nate to the American Red Cross 
to aid disaster victims. 

Members primarily collect-
ed money during homeroom, 
raising more than $1,500 
in total. They also collect-
ed donations at other dis-
trict events, such as the HES 
Trunk-or-Treat and Conesto-
ga football games. 

Senior and president of Peer 
Mediation Charlie Gawthrop, 
along with Peer Mediation execu-
tives senior Chase Niemeyer and 
juniors Maggie Barnes and Vaish-
navi Sriadibhatla, ran the drive. 

“We’re trying to make peo-
ple realize the impact that they 
could have by just even donat-
ing one dollar,” Gawthrop said.

Junior Ava Joseph, a Peer 
Mediation executive, was part 
of the fundraising committee. 
Joseph said the planning process 
was quick but successful and 
that communication and col-
laboration were major strengths 
among Peer Mediators. 

“I think we were able to 
unite the team pretty well,” 

Joseph said. “We had a lot of 
people volunteer at the foot-
ball game last week. We have 
a good amount of volunteers 
helping out at Hillside (Trunk-
or-Treat). Just being able to 
come together really quickly 
and our communication was a 
big part.”

Junior and Peer Media-
tion executive Vibha Besagi 
created advertisements and 
promoted the dollar drive 
around school. She said that 
prior to the drive, Peer Me-
diation members conducted 
research about the hurricane 
to decide which charity to do-
nate to, ultimately choosing 
the Red Cross.

“There were some fundrais-
ers and relief organizations (in 
articles we read),” Besagi said. 
“Once we read through them, 
we decided to go with the Red 
Cross for our proceeds.”  

Peer Mediation members 
plan on raising money for 
charity at other events this 
year, such as Cornucopia, and 
hope to continue making a 
difference for those in need.

“We are a group of people 
who want to help out when-
ever we can,” Gawthrop said. 
“That’s really what Peer Me-
diation is about. Besides just 
helping out the school, it is 
helping out the people that 
need it.”

and I’ve been (at Conestoga) 
ever since. 

Q: What are the differences 
between teaching elementary, 
middle and high school?

A: No one will ever know 
how hard an elementary school 
teacher works unless they teach 
elementary school. Those kids 
depend on you for everything. 
You’re a mother figure, you’re 
a nurse, you’re a coach, you’re a 
cheerleader, all of these things 
besides just teaching them.

Q:  What is the most mem-
orable experience you’ve had in 
the district?

A:  I started at T/E Middle 
School for one year, and I had 
sixth graders that I taught again 
as sophomores at Conestoga and 
that I taught again as seniors. It 
was crazy to look at them and see 
how much they grew.

Q: What are some of your 
favorite things to do outside 
of teaching?

A: I love to read, obviously. 
I belong to a pickleball club, so I 
love playing pickleball. And I’m 
obsessed with jigsaw puzzles. You 
can see I have them hanging in my 
room. I like to do literary-themed 
jigsaw puzzles for stress relief. 

Q: What is your favorite genre 
to read?

A: I like horror stories. I like 
mystery. I like all the specula-
tive stuff out there that is super 
creative and spooky and makes 
you kind of think about what the 
world could be like.

Q: What book are you current-
ly reading?

A: I’m reading a collection 
of stories about Native Ameri-
can folklore, legends and myths. 
They’re all really creepy and scary.

Helping out: Members of Peer Mediation pose at the HES Trunk-or-Treat event. At the event, members raised money for Hurricane Helene victims.
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